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In the late 19" and early 20" centuries, the University Library incorporated a number of

private book collections, the library of the Vorontsov palace in Odessa being the largest and the

most valuable [1, c. 71; 2, c¢. 84-86]. Being formed by four generations of the noble family for

more than a century, the Vorontsov collection is known for a considerable number of old printed
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books and periodicals of English
language including a small selection of
books and maps printed across the
Atlantic in the late 18" century. The
American war, from 1775 to 1788, with
plans (New-York : Printed for
Ch. Smith, 1797) (ill. 1) and An oration
upon the death of general Washington
(New York, 1800) by an American
statesman Gouverneur Morris, one of
Founding Fathers of the United States,

' can serve examples.

Count Semyon Romanovich Vorontsov resided in Britain from 1785 until his death in 1832,
being the Russian ambassador to the Kingdom of Great Britain in 1785-1800 and to the United

Kingdom in 1801-1806. His son Mikhail, who became an outstanding administrator and a man of
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war, grew up in Britain. Being interested in different aspects of the colonial policy of the British
Empire including Anglo-American controversy and the first decades of the history of an
independent American state, they both can be considered as main contributors to this part of the
family library.

Our attention was drawn to a selection of early American periodicals printed between 1811
and 1838 in the most important American printing centers Philadelphia, Boston, New York, and
Baltimore.

The earliest printed periodical in the selection is The American
Review of History and Politics, and General Repository of Literature

and State Papers (ill. 2). Founded and edited by a diplomat and

publicist Robert Walsh (1784-1859), it was published in Philadelphia | HISTOR?'MIMOW

in the years 1811 and 1812. According to Frank L. Mott, historian of | = ; o
GENERAL REPOSITORY OF LITERATURE AN

American magazines and newspapers, The American Review of STATE PAPERS, il

History and Politics ”was the first standard quarterly review in v,oL.ﬂi[_u' %

America” [4, p.271]. The publisher formulated the goal of his ST N '

undertaking as follows: “The propaganda of sound political - i

PHILADELPHIA PRINTED.

doctrines, and the direction and improvement of the literary taste of
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the American people” [4, p. 272].. However, it was mainly devoted

to politics giving special attention to French affairs.

. 2

The Vorontsov collection contains three of four volumes of the review. There is a note on fly-leaf
of every volume giving details of this acquisition: C. M. Woronzow | given to me by M".
Hamilton | London 1814 (ill. 3). It is probable that the note mentioned Colonel Alexander
Hamilton Jr., second son of Alexander Hamilton, one of the Founding Fathers of the United States,
who joined the Duke of Wellington fighting against Napoleon’s army in Portugal before returning
to America and taking part in the campaigns of the War of 1812. Count Mikhail Semyonovich
Vorontsov is known to be a close

acquaintance of the Duke of
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Wellington and he could have

/Mui"é“ e /f“_ Sl 1/// "M’/‘/‘Z‘; met Hamilton Jr. though the date
: A /ﬂ-{y’ .| inthe note is not fully consistent
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with this assumption.
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Fifteen years later Robert Walsh revived his review
under the new title, the first number of The American Quarterly
Review being published in Philadelphia in March 1827 (ill. 4).
The whole set comprises twenty-two volumes published
between March 1827 and December 1837, each volume
consisting of two numbers; two volumes per year. The
Vorontsov collection contains six volumes of the quarterly, for
March and June, 1827 and March, June, September and
December, 1828. In F. L. Mott’s opinion, “This is really a
resuscitation of the former review, though different in certain
particulars” [4, p. 272]. The content of the publication was
marked by variety, having geography and travel, astronomy,

history, biography, law, education, European literature, the

classics and the fine arts among the subjects treated [4, p. 275].

1. 4
The contents of Niles Weekly Register was no less varied, but superior in quality: this

periodical is considered to be “a chief reliance of the historiographer for the first half of the
nineteenth century” [4, p. 268]. First appeared as The Weekly Register. Containing political,
historical, = geographical, scientifical,  astronomical,
statistical, and biographical documents, essays, and facts
(1811-August 1814), in September 1814, it took the name of

its founder, editor and publisher for twenty-five years, |
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interfering “in petty disputes between the inns and outs”. He . Nizes, BoiToR.
hoped that “the Register will receive a general support” and = e 7

“its politics shall be American ...not to support individuals,
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but to subserve the interests of the people...” From 1811 to

TLURD EDITION.

1849, it is considered to be “the principal window through —_—
which many Americans looked out on their country and the e s
world” [3]. . The Vorontsov collection contains a set of the 00,

popular weekly for seven years (Baltimore, September 1811-
September 1817) (ill. 5). .5
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Along with periodicals of general and popular contents, science and technical periodicals are

In 1815, a Boston author, merchant, legislator, and diplomat
William Tudor (1779-1830), a Harvard graduate (1796), started
publishing The North American Review and Miscellaneous

- Journal, which was a bimonthly until December of 1818 when

" it became a quarterly. The North American Review has the

reputation of the leading periodical in the first third of the 19"
century, which “was significantly instrumental in reflecting as
well as refracting” cultural politics helping invent the national
past [5, p. 111]. The library’s set is not complete containing two
volumes for 1821 (January and April), one volume for 1823 and
1824 each, three volumes for 1829, all four volumes for 1830-
1837 and two volumes for 1838 (ill. 6). Another set of this

periodical contains two volumes for 1831.

also represented in the Vorontsov collection. In 1818, Professor Benjamin Silliman (1779-1864),

early American chemist and
science educator, founded The
American Journal of Science
and Arts (the title until 1880),
the United States of America’s
longest-running scientific
journal focusing on natural

sciences and especially on

geology (ill. 7). Latest issues |

of the periodical inform that it

is Earth-science research

since 1818 &open access =

since 2023.
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In the period between 1830 and 1836, twenty-eight volumes were published (the periodicity

of the journal changed to quarterly in 1826-1845) which are available in the VVorontsov collection.

Numerous illustrations, partly colored, are worth mentioning.



The unprecedented technological progress that distinguished the development of the United

States caused the appearance of specialized periodicals on civil engineering and namely railroad

engineering. The premier railroad industry journal of the 19" century was American Railroad
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Journal (ill. 8). The Vorontsov collection of the University
library conserves four volumes which were published un New
York under the title American Railroad Journal, and Advocate
of internal improvements in the years 1832-1835 (the complete
set of the periodical consists of 6 volumes with the last volume
for 1837, issues for September 2-December 30, 1837 were
actually published in January-March 1838). Mikhail
Semyonovich Vorontsov was known to be an enthusiastic
supporter of the idea of building a railroad in the southern
province of the Russian empire so his interest in early days of

American Railroading is quite understandable.

The University library holdings include an example of another type of publications close

to periodicals and containing compilations of information of various sorts. The title page of The

American Almanac and Repository of Useful Knowledge for the year 1831 bears a long subtitle:

comprising a calendar for the year; astronomical information; miscellaneous directions, hints,

and remarks; and statistical and
other  particulars  respecting
foreign countries and the United
States (ill. 9). It is the second
volume of thirty-two volumes of
the The American almanac and
repository..., which was started
in 1830 and was published in
Boston until the early 1860s. The
collection also holds volumes for
the years 1836-1838.
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Thus, a small collection of early American periodicals from the library of the Vorontsov

1. 10
In 1844, Count Mikhail Vorontsov was raised to princely dignity.

palace in Odessa contains seven publications representing periodicals
of different frequency covering a multitude of subjects. Its provenance
is connected with the first owner of the palace built as a residence of
the governor of the province of Novorossiya, the appointment Count
M. S. Vorontsov got in 1823. Not only Mikhail Semyonovich
inherited his uncle’s and father’s book collections, but he also
replenished them with a significant number of valuable editions,
purchasing them mainly from booksellers in Europe and subscribing
to contemporary newspapers and journals including those published in
North America. The copies of mentioned periodicals are mainly in
plain paperbacks except three volumes of American Review of History
and Politics and The American Almanac and Repository of Useful
Knowledge for the year 1831 in half-leather bindings. The binding of
the latter is marked with count Vorontsov’s coat of arms embossed on
the bottom of the spine (ill. 10).

He was succeeded in his titles by his son Semyon who ordered to mark

books and periodicals from the library of Odessa residence with |

armorial bookplates bearing the Vorontsovs’ coat of arms with a family
motto «<SEMPER IMMOTA FIDES» and an inscription Bu6.iorexa
kHs3s1 BoponnoBa. Opnecca [The library of the prince Vorontsov.
Odessa] and a shelf-mark (ill. 11). Some of mentioned periodicals are

marked with this bookplate (see ill. 8).
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Although early American periodicals available in the Vorontsov collection are insignificant

in quantity terms, the fact of their acquisition for a private library located in the city on the Black

Sea Coast seems to be of interest.
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PAHHI AMEPUKAHCBKI NEPIOJJUYHI BUJAHHA Y BOPOHIIBCBKOMY ®OHJI
HAYKOBOI BIBJIIOTEKH OJECHKOI'O HAIIIOHAJIBHOI'O YHIBEPCUTETY IMEHI
I. 1. MEHHUKOBA

KumxkoBi 310panHs BOpoHIIOBUX MICTHIIM 3HAYHY KIJIBKICTh CTAPOJPYKIB Ta MEPiOJIUIHUX BUIAHb
AHIJTIMCHKOI0 MOBOIO, BKIIIOYAIOYM HEBENHMKY A0OIpKY KHHI Ta KapT, HaIpPyKOBaHUX HO TOH Oik
Arnantuku Hanpukiami XVII cromitrsa. BnacHuky GiOmioTeKH MIKABUIIMCS PI3HUMHU acleKTaMH
KOJIOHIaJIbHOI MOMITHKM BpHTaHCHKOI iMmepii, B TOMy YHCIi iCTOPI€I0 aHII0-aMEPUKaHCBKOTO
KOH(JIIKTY Ta MEPLIMX ACCATHIITH HE3aIeKHOI aMEpUKAHCHKOI Aep)kKaBH. Y PO3BiALI HaBeICHO
BIJIOMOCTI TIPO aMEPUKaHCHKI KypHAJIM, BHJIAHI MPOTATOM Mepmioi TpeTHHH XIX CTOMTTS, 10
30epiratotecss y Boponnosckkomy ¢orai HaykoBoi 6i0miorekn Opmechkoro HaIlliOHAJIBHOTO
yHiBepcuteTy imeHi I. I. MeunnkoBa.

Haiimepmium mnepioguyHuM BUAAHHSAM Yy J00ipHi aMepHKaHCHKUX MEPIOAWYHUX BHIAHb,
HazpykoBaHux Mk 1811 Ta 1838 pokamu y HaliBaXXJIMBIIINX aMEPUKAHCHKUX LIEHTPax APYyKapcTBa
— ®inagensdii, bocroni, Helo-Mopky Ta Banrimopi, € «AMepuKaHCHKMii ormsy ictopii Ta
nomituki...» («The American review of history and politics and General repository of literature and
state papers. — Philadelphia, 1811-1812») — mepmiwii mokBapTansHuii orsz y ITiBHIUHIA AMepHIIi.
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YV BoponiioBcbkoMy (hOHAI MpeAcTaBICHO HMOMyIApHUN THXKHEBUK «TrokHeBui orymsamy («Weekly
Register») 3a cim pokiB. «[liBHiuHO-amepukaHchbkuit orysa» («The North American Review and
Miscellaneous Journal») BBaxa€eThCs MPOBIAHUM aMEPUKAHCBKUM MEPIOANYHAM BUAAHHIM MEPLIOT
nonoBrHA XIX cTomiTra (y 6i0mioTerti 30epiraetbest 41 ToM, Bunanuii mpotsrom 1821-1838 pokis).
[Mopsin i3 mepioAMYHUMHU BUAAHHSIMHE 3aralbHOTO Ta MOMYJISPHOT0 3MicTy Yy BoponioBcskomy doni
Npe/ICTaBIeHa HayKOBO-TeXHiYHa nepioauka. Y 1818 pori npodecop benmxamin Cimniman (1779—
1864), onuH 13 HepIMX aMEepUKAaHCHKUX XIMIKiB 1 IMeqaroris, 3aCHyBaB «AMEpPHUKAaHCHKUN JKypHAT
Hayku Ta muctenTB» («The American journal of science and arts» — Ha3zBa 10 1880 poky) — HayKOBHUI
JKypHAJT 13 MPUPOTHUYHX HAYK 1, IEPII 32 BCe, 3 Teotorii. [Ipukiamom crerianizoBaHOrO TEXHITHOTO
nepioguuHoro BuAaHHs XIX CTONITTS B yHiBepCHTETCHKOMY 3i0paHHI € «American Railroad
Journaly. Takuii HikaBuil pi3HOBHI BUAAHB, IO MPOAOBXKYIOTHCSA, SIK AIbMaHAXH MPEJCTaBICHUN
«AMEpUKaHCHKUM aJbMaHaxoM...» («American almanac...») 3a 1831, 1836-1838 pp. ®opmyBanHs
HEBEJTMKOI KOJIEKIi1 aMepUKaHChKUX MEPiOJMYHIX BUIAHb (CiM Ha3B Pi3HOMAaHITHOT TEMAaTHUKH), IO
BUXOMIIK B mepiii Tpeturi XIX cromiTTs, nos's3ane 3 M. C. BopoH1ioBuMm, rep0 SKOro BUOUTHIA
Ha KOPIHII JAESKHX KYPHATIB i3 fioro 6i01ioTekn.

Kuarouosi ciioBa: nepionnyni Bunanus, kKauroapykysanus B CIIA, neprra tpernna XIX cromitrs,
KHW)KKOBE 310panHs1, BopoHoBH, yHiBepcuTeTChKa 0ibmioTeKa.



