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Jarostaw Bodzek, Barbara Zajgc (Krakow)
OLBIAN COINS STRUCK IN THE 1* CENTURY AD
FOUND IN CENTRAL EUROPE'

Research on the influx of coins into the area of Central European
Barbaricum, minted in the first four centuries AD in Roman provinces or
Rome’s satellite states, has enjoyed increased interest in recent years.” This
is true both in terms of papers considering the role of the so-called
provincial coins in circulation in this area, as well as detailed studies
devoted to specific groups of coins. A particularly interesting group among
them are the coins struck in mints located on the northern shores of the
Black Sea, constituting important evidence of the contact between the
barbarian peoples of the Wielbark, Przeworsk, and Chernyakhiv cultures.
Thus far, however, the attention of researchers has focused primarily on
coins minted in the Bosporan Kingdom, most numerously represented in the
finds from Central Europe.’ To date, the far less numerous finds of coins
struck in other centres - in Olbia and Chersonesos - have understandably
received less attention.* They have most frequently been mentioned when
discussing Bosporan coins. The aim of this article is to analyse the
discoveries of ancient Olbian coins struck in the 1st century AD or later in
Central Europe in the context of the finds of coins of the rulers of the
Bosporan Kingdom. It is hoped that this will determine some of the possible
connections between the influx of both groups of coins and their
chronology.

Thus far, two finds of the kind of Olbian coins have been recorded
from the Central European Barbaricum (Map 1). The first was included in
Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski Hoard.” Total of 200 aes were supposedly
found in a clay pot in the 1930s during the cutting of osiers for wicker
working on the Ropa River. Only 4 pieces have survived from the entire set.
According to the original publication by Skowronek, the deposit was
thought to consist of a mixture of Bosporan and Olbia coins. After
verification, however, it transpired that it included a coin struck in Knossos,
dated to 36 BC,’ a coin from Corycus’ dated to the 1st century BC or early
empire period, a Bosporan sestertius of Rheskuporis 11 (68/69-91/92),
struck in AD 80-93.° and a bronze coin struck in Olbia. Because the
composition of this find, and primarily the matter that it is clearly different
from the description given in its first publication, next the fact that about 40
years have passed between the discovery of this hoard and it becoming
available to researchers and finally, the fact that the next opportunity to
study the coins included in it appeared after a gap of 20 years makes it is
difficult to unequivocally determine whether we are dealing with a hoard in
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its original form or rather a deposit with an admixture of other coins that
were not originally part of it, or perhaps even a collection. Therefore, while
the credibility of this find cannot currently be ascertained, it is nevertheless
worth considering whether the Olbian coin included in this deposit has
analogies among other finds.

The coin in question belongs to the diverse “dupondii” and
“sestertii” issues struck in Olbia in the 2™ half of the 1% century AD
(Fig. 1).” On the obverses of all of them there is the head of Apollo and the
legend OABIOITOAEI, while on the reverse there is an eagle on a dolphin
and various legends, depending on the issue. Both the “dupondii” and the
“sestertii” remained in circulation for a long time and were counter-marked
several times during this period.'’ The “dupondius” may carry up to three
countermarks, in order being kerykeion, “A” and “A”. For sestertii, “A”
(delta) corresponds to “H” and “A” (alpha) to “B”. According to the
findings of Petro Karyshkowski, the kerykeion countermark is dated to the
reign of Hadrian (117-138), while the “A” and “B” can be traced to the 50s
of the 2™ century AD." The coin from Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski
represents a “dupondius” denomination, with the legend IEP ®EO B on the
reverse.'> Since the piece bears two countermarks: a kerykeion and an “A”,
it can be assumed that it left Olbia no earlier than the 140° and probably not
later than the 150s AD. Therefore, it could have reached Central Europe in
the second half of the 2™ century AD at the earliest, but it cannot be ruled
out that this transpired later, perhaps even in the 3™ century AD.

The second find from Central Europe of an Olbian coin of the type
we are interested in was recorded in Moravia (Czechia), in the present
district of Brno Slatina, in the 2™ half of the 20™ century."” This was a
random find, without context. The coin was found during the digging of a
well. Once again, whilst the context of the find is not entirely reliable, its
authenticity cannot be ruled out."* The credibility of this find is indirectly
confirmed by other finds from Brno and Brno-Slatina, demonstrating the
influx of Roman coins into this region."” The coin belongs to the issue of
“dupondii” with the eagle on the dolphin and the legend APX T ® CWIIA
on the reverse (Fig. 2).'® Since it does not bear any countermarks, it should
be dated to the 3™ quarter of the 1* century AD."

The Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski find comes from the zone of the
Polish Carpathians, on their southern slope in the Ropa valley. During the
early phase of the younger Roman period, the region where the hoard was
discovered was a transition zone between the settlements of the Puchov,
Przeworsk, and Dacian cultures.'® In turn, the Brno-Slatina coin comes from
an area which was settled by the Germanic Quadi people during antiquity.
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In both cases, therefore, we are dealing with a slightly different cultural
background.

The Olbian coin from Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski was struck
during Vespasian's rule but countermarked during the reign of Antoninus
Pius. This, in turn, allows us to determine the deposit of the entire hoard as
being no earlier than around the middle of the 2™ century AD." As already
mentioned, the Brno Slatina coin is dated to the 3rd quarter of the 1%
century AD. However, it could have reached the area of modern Moravia
both soon after being struck, as well as much later, in the 2™ century AD.*
The Quadi who occupied this area maintained intensive contacts with the
Roman state and these intensified during the so-called Marcomannic
Wars.”!

As we have already mentioned, both of the pieces belong to the
category of smaller denominations, presumably corresponding to imperial
dupondii. They probably performed a similar role to that of large bronze
imperial coins.

If we are to pose ourselves questions concerning the time and
direction from which the Olbian coins might have flowed into Central
Europe, it is difficult to provide an unambiguous answer. One possibility is
that the coins from Olbia found their way to the Central European
Barbaricum together with the Bosporan coins. So far, eight finds of the
latter type are known from within the present-day borders of Poland,
namely in Augustow, Sktoty (Kutno County), Gaski (Inowroctaw County),
Stanigtki (Wieliczka County), Zarzecze (Przeworsk County), Nowy Sacz-
Zabelcze, Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski and Tregbaczéow (Kazimierza Wielka
County).” It should be emphasized that the last find is the only one to have
been discovered during regular archaeological research.”® It seems that
Bosporan coins for the areas of Central Europe located north of the
Carpathians most likely came from the area covered by the Chernyakhiv
culture settlement, where numerous finds have been recorded.” A small
number of them might have reached today's Poland earlier, as a result of
contacts between the people of the Przeworsk culture and the Sarmatians
inhabiting the area of the Black Sea steppe from the 1% century AD.*
Bosporan coins have not yet been found in the Czechia or Slovakia.

Returning to the matter of the Olbian coins, everything indicates
that if we accept the credibility of the Gorlice-Glinik-Mariampolski Hoard,
the Olbia coin that was part of it arrived together with the Bosporan coins.
In a broader context, the presence of this Olbian coin in Poland should
therefore be generally associated with the influx of Bosporan once. In the
case of the latter, the most likely direction is an easterly one, from the area
of present-day Ukraine. It is true that apart from alleged finds such as the
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so-called Knyazha Krynytsya "Hoard", we are not aware of discoveries of
such Olbian coins.”” Nevertheless, this may stem from the current state of
research, and the presence of the coin in the same hoard as a that of
Rheskuporis II clearly indicates a connection between the two groups of
coins. In light of the lack of finds of Bosporan coins in Slovakia and the
Czechia it is less likely, although not impossible, that the coin in question
arrived from the south or south-east. As we have already mentioned, the
place where this hoard was found was located in the transition zone between
the Pachov, Przeworsk, and Dacian cultures. The evidence confirming the
possibility of influx of such coins into the southern foreland of the
Carpathians from the region of the northern shores of the Black Sea, is a
find from Brno-Slatina. This coin could have reached Moravia from the
south-east along the route of the Danube. Indirect evidence confirming such
a direction would be, on the one hand, the finds of Olbian coins of this type
in the area of the mouth and in the lower basin of the Danube, registered on
the island of Leuke, in Murighiol and Garvan (Tulcea County) and Foltesti
(Galati County).”® The discoveries of Bosporan coins located in the same
region and on the island of Leuke, as well as in Horia (Tulcea County) and
Poiana (Galati County) should also be mentioned.” Finally, the finds of
Tyras coins in both the Danube and Dniester basins should be considered
here. First of all, in the context of the finds of the 1* and 2™ centuries AD
Olbian coins in Tyras, as well as, more generally, contacts between the two
towns.”” On the other hand, the influx of coins minted in the Black Sea
region is confirmed by the few finds in what is now Hungary of coins
minted in the Western Pontic centres of Anchialos (Thrace), Odessos and
Dionysopolis (Moesia Inferior).’! The Olbian coin probably reached
Moravia as a result of direct Roman-Quadi contact.™

Equally difficult to determine is an answer to the question
concerning the time of the arrival of Olbian coins. As already mentioned,
the coin from the Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski could not have left Olbia
earlier than the 50° of the 2™ century AD. Theoretically, it could have
reached the Ropa valley in the second half of the 2™ century AD, perhaps as
a result of contact between the Przeworsk people and the Sarmatians. Such
contacts are attested from the second half of the 1 century AD, when a
union of Sarmatian tribes led by Pharsoes and his successor Inismeos was
established in the areas north-west of Olbia.> In the territory of present-day
Poland, contacts with Sarmatian influences are confirmed by the discoveries
of pottery and weapons.** However, it seems that it cannot be ruled out that
most of the Bosporan coins, together with the Olbian one, arrived as a result
of intra-barbarian contacts between the peoples of the Przeworsk and
Chernyakhiv cultures in the 3 century AD.”
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Map 1. Finds of Olbian and Bosporan Coins in Poland and in Czech
Republic: 1 — Glinik Mariampolski, Gorlice; 2 — Zabetcze, Nowy Sacz;
3 — Stanigtki, Wieliczka County; 4 — Trgbaczow, Kazimierza Wielka
County; 5 — Zarzecze, Przeworsk County; 6 — Sktoty, Kutno County;
7 — Gaski, Inowroctaw County; 8 — Augustow, Podlaskie Voivodeship;
9 — Slatina, Brno
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Fig. 1. Glinik Mariampolski, Gorlice; Sarmatia, Olbia,
c. mid-1st century AD, AE. Photo: H. Pieczul

Fig. 2. Slatina, Brno; Sarmatia, Olbia,
c. mid-1st century AD, AE. Photo: L. Kachova

Regardless of this, in the light of the currently available
knowledge, the circumstances of the influx of the two Olbian coins
described are different and it is difficult to discuss the phenomenon of the
influx of such coins to the area of the Central European Barbaricum as a
whole. The differences stem from the varying cultural background and
context of the influx of both coins. Due to the relatively modest material
available, the proposed concepts regarding the direction and time of their
arrival should be treated as working hypotheses. Their confirmation or
negation may be brought by further and more extensive research, as well as
possible new discoveries. In an era seeing the widespread use of metal
detectors, such new discoveries are more than to be expected.*®

Translated by Aeddan Shaw



304 Craponashe IIpugopHomop’s. Bum. XIV

' The authors would like to thank Dr K. Myzgin of the University of Warsaw, Dr
L. Munteanu from the Institute of Archaeology of Iasi and Mr. J. Bulas of
Fundacji Arch for their detailed and valuable comments to the first version of this
text. Any errors or shortcomings which remain are the sole responsibility of the
authors.

% Bodzek J., Jellonek S., Zajac B. Roman Provincial Coins found in Lesser Poland:
an Overview // AAL 65, 2019. P. 51-82; Milutinovi¢ D. Roman Provincial Coins
in Central Europe - a brief update / B. Zajac et Al. (eds), Pecunia Omnes Vincit
5. Krakow, 2020. P. 83-95; Myzgin K. Finds of Roman provincial coins on the
territory of Eastern Europe: Balkan cities mintage // V. IvaniSevi¢ el Al. (eds),
Proceedings of the International Numismatic Symposium Circulation of the
antique coins in Southeastern Europe. Belgrade, 2018. P. 87-103.

3 Bodzek J., Madyda-Legutko R. Novaya nakhodka bosporskoi monety v Pol'she //

Drevnee Prichernomor’e 10, 2013. P. 69-72; Beidin G.V. Nakhodki bosporskikh

monet na territorii Vostochnogo Barbarikuma: monety serediny I v. do n.e. —

kontsa 30-kh gg. III v. n.e. / Zapiski viddilu numizmatiki torevtiki Odes’kogo

arkheologichnogo muzeyu 3, 2017. P. 25-49; Bodzek J., Madyda-Legutko R.

Coins of the rulers of Cimmerian Bosporus found in Poland // NNZN 13, 2018.

P. 53-92; Bodzek J., Bulas J., Okonska-Bulas M. A find of a Bosporan Coin at

Trgbaczow, site 2, Kazimierza Wielka District (Poland) // OZeAN 3, 2021. P. 83—

97, Bodzek J.,, Myzgin K. Po raznym stronam steny: nakhodki monet

bosporskogo tsarstva na verkhnegermanskom i retiiskom limesie // Starodavne

Prichornomor’ya 13, 2021. P. 61-70; Bodzek J., Lewoc 1., Myzgin K. A coin in

the name of the Bosporan ruler Cotys found in the suburbs of Augustéw // NNZN

17,2022. P. 127-144.

See the brief mentions in Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit.; Myzgin K.

Unpublished ancient coins from the Collection of Rev. Stanistaw Staszic Museum

in Hrubieszow (acquisitions from 2008-2020) // B. Niezabitowska-Wisniewska et

Al. (eds), Unearthed. Recovered. Saved. A collection of late pre-Roman, Roman

and Migration period artefacts from the Rev. Stanistaw Staszic Museum in

Hrubieszow. Hrubieszow, 2021. P. 454-487.

° Skowronek S. Glinik Mariampolski, pow. Gorlice. Skarb monet bosforanskich i
olbijskich // WN 17, 1973. P. 154-155; Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit.

6 Burnett A., Amandry M., Ripollés P.P. Roman Provincial Coinage I. From the
Death of Caesar to the Death of Vitellius (44 BC-AD 69). London—Paris, 1992.
P. 222, no. 934.

" Levante E. 1993. Sylloge Nummorum Graecorum. France 2. Cabinet des médailles.
Paris—Ziirich, 1993. Nos 1086-1093.

¥ Frolova N.A. Monetnoe delo Bospora (seredina I v. do n.e. — seredina IV v. n.e.),
Chast’ II. Monetnoe delo Bospora 211-341/342 gg. n. e. Moskva, 1997. P. 227.

? Karyshkovskii P. Monety Olvii. Kiev, 1988. P. 116-124. The names "dupondius"
and "sestertius" are used in the literature for the described coins. However, they
should be treated as conventional.

4



Craponashe IIpugopHomop’s. Bum. XIV 305

1 Zograph A.N. Antichnye monety. Moskva, 1951. P. 144f; Karyshkovskii op. cit.
P. 120ff.

"' Karyshkovskii op. cit. P. 122; Howgego C. Greek Imperial Countermarks.
London, 2005. P. 259-260, No. 746.

'2 Anokhin V.A. Monety antichnykh gorodov severo-zapadnogo Prichernomor’ya.
Kiev, 1989. No. 364; RPC I, 491.

'3 Militky J. Razba Eernomoiské Olbie z Brna-Slatiny // Numismatik 9, 2004. P. 2-6.

" Militky op. cit. P. 2, footnote 3.

'S Militky op. cit. P. 5.

'8 Zograph op. cit. Pl. XXXIV: 17; Amandry M., Burnett A., Carradice 1. The
Roman Provincial Coinage (RPC). Vol. II. From Vespasian to Domitian (AD 69-
96). London—Paris, 1999. No. 492.

'7 The authors of the RPC date the the coin to the end of the Ist century AD.
Cf. Amandry, Burnett, Carradice op. cit. P. 85-86.

'8 Madyda-Legutko R. Zrdznicowanie kulturowe polskiej strefy beskidzkiej w
okresie latenskim i rzymskim, Rozprawy Habilitacyjne nr 304/1. Krakow, 1996.
P. 46, 47, 51-54; Madyda-Legutko R., Rodzinska-Nowak J. Sytuacja kulturowa w
dorzeczu goérnego Sanu w okresie rzymskim w $§wietle najnowszych badan //
Rocznik Przemyski 45 (2), Archeologia, 2009. P. 41-55; Bodzek, Madyda-
Legutko 2018 op. cit. P. 70.

19 Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit. P. 59, 67.

2 Militky op. cit. P. 5.

21 Cf. Hrnéiarik E., Kuzmowé K. Evidence of trade and exchange during the Roman
Period in Barbaricum (territory of Slovakia) // A. Rubel (ed.), Die Barbaren Roms
Inklusion, Exklusion und Identitét im Romischen Reich und im Barbaricum (1.-3.
Jahrhundert n. Chr.). Konstanz, 2016. P. 149-162.

22 Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit. P. 57.

2 Cf. Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit.; Bodzek, Bulas, Okonska-Bulas op.
cit.

24 Bodzek, Bulas, Okonska-Bulas op. cit.

» Myzgin K., Beidin G. Finds of Bosporan Coins in the Territory of the East-
European Barbaricum // NNZN 7, 2012. P. 57-91; Sidarovich V. The Finds of
Greek and Roman Coins in Belarus / NNZN 9, 2014. P. 73-75, 83-84.

% Dobrzanska H. Sarmaci na ziemiach Polski — mit czy rzeczywisto$¢? // AP 44 (1—
2), 1999. P. 75-89. Cf. Istvanovits E., Kulcsar V. Sarmatians history and
Archaeology of a forgotten people. Mainz, 2017.

7 Putaski F. Wykopalisko monet bosporafiskich w Kniaziej Krynicy na Ukrainie,
powiat lipowiecki / WNA 14, 1903. P. 5-13. Renner V. Griechische
Bronzenmiinzen aus Galizien // Mitteilungen der Oesterreichischen Gesellschaft
fiir Miinz- und Medaillenkunde 7. Wien, 1911. P. 171-176.

%8 There are also registered later Olbian coins in the Danube basin: a bronze coin of
Severus Alexander found in Pacuiul lui Soare (Constanta County). Cf. Vertan A.
Circulatia monetara in Dobrogea romand (secolele I-III). Cluj Napoca, 2002.
P. 297, no. 2, P. 389, no. 40, P. 441, no. 69.



306 Craponashe IIpugopHomop’s. Bum. XIV

% Karyshkovskii op. cit. P. 123; Mitrea B. Découvertes ancienne et plus récentes de
monnaies antiques et byzantines dans la République Populaire Roumaine // Dacia
8, 1964. P. 380, no. 52; Kunisz A. Obieg monetarny na obszarach Mezji i Tracji w
I i II wieku n.e. Katowice, 1992. P. 158; Mitrea B. Découvertes monétaires en
Roumanie // Dacia 22, 1978. P. 366, no. 63, figs 2: 2-3 (367); Abramzon M.G.,
Tunkina I.V. Gosti ostrova Leuki (antichnyye monety po neizdannym risunkam
N.N. Murzakevicha), VDI 78/1, 2018. P. 52—87; Bulatovich S.A. Coin finds from
the Island of Leuke // MASP 7, 1971. P. 212-225.

Popa A., Ciobanu L. Moneda roman in Basarabia (ghid metodic). Chisinau, 2003.
P. 84, 106; Vertan op. cit. P. 442, 446, Karyshkovskii op. cit., P. 123.

3! Prohaszka P., Torbagyi M. Regesten der antiken Fundmiinzen und Miinzhorte in
Ungarn, Bd. 1: Komitat Tolna. Budapest, 2017. P. 75, no. 209 — Bataszék,
Anchialos, Caracalla; Prohaszka P., Torbagyi M. Regesten der antiken
Fundmiinzen und Miinzhorte in Ungarn, Bd. 2: Komitat Veszprém. Budapest,
2017. P. 137, no. 2 — Papa, Dionysopolis, Gordian III; Prohaszka P., Torbagyi M.
Regesten der antiken Fundmiinzen und Miinzhorte in Ungarn, Bd. 3: Komitat
Vas. Budapest, 2017. P. 71, no. 61 — Szombathely, Odessos, Caracalla.

32 However, we do not completely rule out the possibility that the described coin
may have come from the area of the Przeworsk culture. In the 2nd century CE,
elements of the Przeworsk culture flowed intensively into the Quadi-Marcomanni
settlement area.

33 Shchukin M.B. Sarmaty na zemliakh k zapadu ot Dnepra i nekotorye sobytiya I v.
v Tsentral'noi i Vostochnoi Evrope // SA 1989/1. P. 70-83; Karyshkovskii op. cit.;
Anokhin op. cit. P. 64nn; Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit. P. 73. This is
confirmed by finds of Pharsoes' coins struk in Olbia.

** Dobrzanska H., Wielowiejski J. The Early Roman high-status elite grave in
Giebuttow near Cracow // MA 30, 1997. P. 81-102; Dobrzanska op. cit.

35 Myzgin, Beidin op. cit. P. 61-63; Bodzek, Madyda-Legutko 2018 op. cit. P. 73—
79.

3% The question remains, however, of discerning the coins in question in any future
find material. Provincial coins often go unrecognized by their finders and the
latter, due to the law in force in Poland, are often afraid to consult specialists.



IlepeJiik ckopoueHb Abbreviations

AA — Apxeonoruueckuit anbmaHax. JJoHenx.

ABY — Apxeonoriuyai BiIKpuTTs B YKpaiHi

A3 — Apxeonorndeckue 3anucku JJIOHCKOTO apXeoJOoTHIecKOro 00IecTBa.

AWM — Apxeonornueckue uccienoanus B Monnasuu. Kumnnes,
I tuuHna.

AMA — AHTUYHBIN MUp U apXeO0JIOTHs

AO — Apxeonorndeckue OTKPBITUS

AITY — Apxeosoriuti nam’ssTku Y KpaiHu

B® — Bocniopckuii penomen

BY — Bocnopckue ureHust

B/IU — BecTHuk apeBHEN ucropun

JIAOO — JlepxaBHuii apxiB Onecbkoi 00macTi

JIT — Opesnee [Ipuaepaomopbe. Onecca.

JKMHII — XKXypnan MunucTepcTBa HAPOJHOTO MTPOCBEIICHUS

300U/l — 3anucku Ogecckoro obmecTBa UCTOPHUH H
IpEeBHOCTEM

IP HBYB — IactutyT pykomnucy HamioHansHO1 6101i0Tekn YKpainu iMeHi
B. I. Bepnaacekoro.

KCHA — Kparkue coobmenus Uucruryra apxeonorun AH CCCP. M.-JL.

MACII — Marepuans! o apxeonoruu CesepHoro IIpuaepHOMOpBs

MUA — Marepuansl u ucciuefosanus no apxeonorun CCCP. Mocksa;
Jlenunrpan: AH CCCP.

HAPM — Hamionaneuuii apxiB Pecrryonikn Mommosa.

OB — Oznecckuii BeCTHUK

CA — CoeTtckast apxeoorus

CII — Craponasue ITpuaopromop’si. Oneca: OHY imeni [.I. MeunnkoBa

CCIIK — CrapoxxutHocTi crernoBoro [IpuaopHomop’st i Kpumy. 3amopixxs

ACSS — Ancient Civilizations from Scythia to Siberia.

BSPF — Bulletin de la Société préhistorique frangaise. Paris.

FGH - Die Fragmente der Griechischen Historiker.

101b — Hagmuen OnbBun. 1968.

IOSPE, I’ (IPE 1’ — Latyschev V. Inscriptiones antiquae orae septentrionalis
Ponti Euxini Graecae et Latinae. Petropolis, 1916. Vol.1. Ed.2.

IPE I’ — Latishev B. 1916. Inscriptiones antigue orae septentrionalis Ponti
Euxini Graecae et Latinae. Petropolis

SB — Sammelbuch griechischer Urkunden aus Agypten, begriindet im
Auftrag der Strassburger Wissenschaftlichen Gesellschaft.

SEG — Supplementum epigraphicum Graecum

SP — Stratum plus

TE — Theatrum europacum
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