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Jarosław Bodzek, Barbara Zając (Kraków) 
OLBIAN COINS STRUCK IN THE 1st CENTURY AD  

FOUND IN CENTRAL EUROPE1 
 
Research on the influx of coins into the area of  Central European 

Barbaricum, minted in the first four centuries AD in Roman provinces or 
Rome’s satellite states, has enjoyed increased interest in recent years.2 This 
is true both in terms of papers considering the role of the so-called 
provincial coins in circulation in this area, as well as detailed studies 
devoted to specific groups of coins. A particularly interesting group among 
them are the coins struck in mints located on the northern shores of the 
Black Sea, constituting important evidence of the contact between the 
barbarian peoples of the Wielbark, Przeworsk, and Chernyakhiv cultures. 
Thus far, however, the attention of researchers has focused primarily on 
coins minted in the Bosporan Kingdom, most numerously represented in the 
finds from Central Europe.3 To date, the far less numerous finds of coins 
struck in other centres - in Olbia and Chersonesos - have understandably 
received less attention.4 They have most frequently been mentioned when 
discussing Bosporan coins. The aim of this article is to analyse the 
discoveries of ancient Olbian coins struck in the 1st century AD or later in 
Central Europe in the context of the finds of coins of the rulers of the 
Bosporan Kingdom. It is hoped that this will determine some of the possible 
connections between the influx of both groups of coins and their 
chronology. 

Thus far, two finds of the kind of Olbian coins have been recorded 
from the Central European Barbaricum (Map 1). The first was included in 
Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski Hoard.5 Total of 200 aes were supposedly 
found in a clay pot in the 1930s during the cutting of osiers for wicker 
working on the Ropa River. Only 4 pieces have survived from the entire set. 
According to the original publication by Skowronek, the deposit was 
thought to consist of a mixture of Bosporan and Olbia coins. After 
verification, however, it transpired that it included a coin struck in Knossos, 
dated to 36 BC,6 a coin from Corycus7 dated to the 1st century BC or early 
empire period, a Bosporan sestertius of Rheskuporis II (68/69–91/92), 
struck in AD 80–93,8 and a bronze coin struck in Olbia. Because the 
composition of this find, and primarily the matter that it is clearly different 
from the description given in its first publication, next the fact that about 40 
years have passed between the discovery of this hoard and it becoming 
available to researchers and finally, the fact that the next opportunity to 
study the coins included in it appeared after a gap of 20 years makes it is 
difficult to unequivocally determine whether we are dealing with a hoard in 



Стародавнє Причорноморʼя. Вип. ХІV 299 

its original form or rather a deposit with an admixture of other coins that 
were not originally part of it, or perhaps even a collection. Therefore, while 
the credibility of this find cannot currently be ascertained, it is nevertheless 
worth considering whether the Olbian coin included in this deposit has 
analogies among other finds. 

The coin in question belongs to the diverse “dupondii” and 
“sestertii” issues struck in Olbia in the 2nd half of the 1st century AD 
(Fig. 1).9 On the obverses of all of them there is the head of Apollo and the 
legend ΟΛΒΙΟΠΟΛΕΙ, while on the reverse there is an eagle on a dolphin 
and various legends, depending on the issue. Both the “dupondii” and the 
“sestertii” remained in circulation for a long time and were counter-marked 
several times during this period.10 The “dupondius” may carry up to three 
countermarks, in order being kerykeion, “Δ” and “A”. For sestertii, “Δ” 
(delta) corresponds to “H” and “A” (alpha) to “Β”. According to the 
findings of Petro Karyshkowski, the kerykeion countermark is dated to the 
reign of Hadrian (117-138), while the “A” and “B” can be traced to the 50s 
of the 2nd century AD.11 The coin from Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski 
represents a “dupondius” denomination, with the legend ΙΕΡ ΘΕΟ Β on the 
reverse.12 Since the piece bears two countermarks: a kerykeion and an “Δ”, 
it can be assumed that it left Olbia no earlier than the 140s and probably not 
later than the 150s AD. Therefore, it could have reached Central Europe in 
the second half of the 2nd century AD at the earliest, but it cannot be ruled 
out that this transpired later, perhaps even in the 3rd century AD.  

The second find from Central Europe of an Olbian coin of the type 
we are interested in was recorded in Moravia (Czechia), in the present 
district of Brno Slatina, in the 2nd half of the 20th century.13 This was a 
random find, without context. The coin was found during the digging of a 
well. Once again, whilst the context of the find is not entirely reliable, its 
authenticity cannot be ruled out.14 The credibility of this find is indirectly 
confirmed by other finds from Brno and Brno-Slatina, demonstrating the 
influx of Roman coins into this region.15 The coin belongs to the issue of 
“dupondii” with the eagle on the dolphin and the legend ΑΡΧ Τ Φ ϹWΠΑ 
on the reverse (Fig. 2).16 Since it does not bear any countermarks, it should 
be dated to the 3rd quarter of the 1st century AD.17 

The Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski find comes from the zone of the 
Polish Carpathians, on their southern slope in the Ropa valley. During the 
early phase of the younger Roman period, the region where the hoard was 
discovered was a transition zone between the settlements of the Púchov, 
Przeworsk, and Dacian cultures.18 In turn, the Brno-Slatina coin comes from 
an area which was settled by the Germanic Quadi people during antiquity. 
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In both cases, therefore, we are dealing with a slightly different cultural 
background.  

The Olbian coin from Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski was struck 
during Vespasian's rule but countermarked during the reign of Antoninus 
Pius. This, in turn, allows us to determine the deposit of the entire hoard as 
being no earlier than around the middle of the 2nd century AD.19 As already 
mentioned, the Brno Slatina coin is dated to the 3rd quarter of the 1st 
century AD. However, it could have reached the area of modern Moravia 
both soon after being struck, as well as much later, in the 2nd century AD.20 
The Quadi who occupied this area maintained intensive contacts with the 
Roman state and these intensified during the so-called Marcomannic 
Wars.21  

As we have already mentioned, both of the pieces belong to the 
category of smaller denominations, presumably corresponding to imperial 
dupondii. They probably performed a similar role to that of large bronze 
imperial coins.22  

If we are to pose ourselves questions concerning the time and 
direction from which the Olbian coins might have flowed into Central 
Europe, it is difficult to provide an unambiguous answer. One possibility is 
that the coins from Olbia found their way to the Central European 
Barbaricum together with the Bosporan coins. So far, eight finds of the 
latter type are known from within the present-day borders of Poland, 
namely in Augustów, Skłóty (Kutno County), Gąski (Inowrocław County), 
Staniątki (Wieliczka County), Zarzecze (Przeworsk County), Nowy Sącz-
Zabełcze, Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski and Trębaczów (Kazimierza Wielka 
County).23 It should be emphasized that the last find is the only one to have 
been discovered during regular archaeological research.24 It seems that 
Bosporan coins for the areas of Central Europe located north of the 
Carpathians most likely came from the area covered by the Chernyakhiv 
culture settlement, where numerous finds have been recorded.25 A small 
number of them might have reached today's Poland earlier, as a result of 
contacts between the people of the Przeworsk culture and the Sarmatians 
inhabiting the area of the Black Sea steppe from the 1st century AD.26 
Bosporan coins have not yet been found in the Czechia or Slovakia.  

Returning to the matter of the Olbian coins, everything indicates 
that if we accept the credibility of the Gorlice-Glinik-Mariampolski Hoard, 
the Olbia coin that was part of it arrived together with the Bosporan coins. 
In a broader context, the presence of this Olbian coin in Poland should 
therefore be generally associated with the influx of Bosporan once. In the 
case of the latter, the most likely direction is an easterly one, from the area 
of present-day Ukraine. It is true that apart from alleged finds such as the 
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so-called Knyazha Krynytsya "Hoard", we are not aware of discoveries of 
such Olbian coins.27 Nevertheless, this may stem from the current state of 
research, and the presence of the coin in the same hoard as a that of 
Rheskuporis II clearly indicates a connection between the two groups of 
coins. In light of the lack of finds of Bosporan coins in Slovakia and the 
Czechia it is less likely, although not impossible, that the coin in question 
arrived from the south or south-east. As we have already mentioned, the 
place where this hoard was found was located in the transition zone between 
the Púchov, Przeworsk, and Dacian cultures. The evidence confirming the 
possibility of influx of such coins into the southern foreland of the 
Carpathians from the region of the northern shores of the Black Sea, is a 
find from Brno-Slatina. This coin could have reached Moravia from the 
south-east along the route of the Danube. Indirect evidence confirming such 
a direction would be, on the one hand, the finds of Olbian coins of this type 
in the area of the mouth and in the lower basin of the Danube, registered on 
the island of Leuke, in Murighiol and Garvăn (Tulcea County) and Foltești 
(Galați County).28 The discoveries of Bosporan coins located in the same 
region and on the island of Leuke, as well as in Horia (Tulcea County) and 
Poiana (Galați County) should also be mentioned.29 Finally, the finds of 
Tyras coins in both the Danube and Dniester basins should be considered 
here. First of all, in the context of the finds of the 1st and 2nd centuries AD 
Olbian coins in Tyras, as well as, more generally, contacts between the two 
towns.30 On the other hand, the influx of coins minted in the Black Sea 
region is confirmed by the few finds in what is now Hungary of coins 
minted in the Western Pontic centres of Anchialos (Thrace), Odessos and 
Dionysopolis (Moesia Inferior).31 The Olbian coin probably reached 
Moravia as a result of direct Roman-Quadi contact.32 

Equally difficult to determine is an answer to the question 
concerning the time of the arrival of Olbian coins. As already mentioned, 
the coin from the Gorlice-Glinik Mariampolski could not have left Olbia 
earlier than the 50s of the 2nd century AD. Theoretically, it could have 
reached the Ropa valley in the second half of the 2nd century AD, perhaps as 
a result of contact between the Przeworsk people and the Sarmatians. Such 
contacts are attested from the second half of the 1st century AD, when a 
union of Sarmatian tribes led by Pharsoes and his successor Inismeos was 
established in the areas north-west of Olbia.33 In the territory of present-day 
Poland, contacts with Sarmatian influences are confirmed by the discoveries 
of pottery and weapons.34 However, it seems that it cannot be ruled out that 
most of the Bosporan coins, together with the Olbian one, arrived as a result 
of intra-barbarian contacts between the peoples of the Przeworsk and 
Chernyakhiv cultures in the 3rd century AD.35 
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Map 1. Finds of Olbian and Bosporan Coins in Poland and in Czech 
Republic: 1 – Glinik Mariampolski, Gorlice; 2 – Zabełcze, Nowy Sącz;  

3 – Staniątki, Wieliczka County; 4 – Trębaczów, Kazimierza Wielka 
County; 5 – Zarzecze, Przeworsk County; 6 – Skłóty, Kutno County;  

7 – Gąski, Inowrocław County; 8 – Augustów, Podlaskie Voivodeship;  
9 – Slatina, Brno 
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Fig. 1. Glinik Mariampolski, Gorlice; Sarmatia, Olbia,  

c. mid-1st century AD, AE. Photo: H. Pieczul 
 

     
Fig. 2. Slatina, Brno; Sarmatia, Olbia, 

c. mid-1st century AD, AE. Photo: L. Káchová 
 
Regardless of this, in the light of the currently available 

knowledge, the circumstances of the influx of the two Olbian coins 
described are different and it is difficult to discuss the phenomenon of the 
influx of such coins to the area of the Central European Barbaricum as a 
whole. The differences stem from the varying cultural background and 
context of the influx of both coins. Due to the relatively modest material 
available, the proposed concepts regarding the direction and time of their 
arrival should be treated as working hypotheses. Their confirmation or 
negation may be brought by further and more extensive research, as well as 
possible new discoveries. In an era seeing the widespread use of metal 
detectors, such new discoveries are more than to be expected.36 

 Translated by Aeddan Shaw 
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